
BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA  JULY 16, 2020 

 

CITY OF AUGUSTA 

AGENDA FOR THE CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS MEETING 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS CITY HALL 

THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2020 

7:00 P.M.  

 

LOCATION:  Augusta Civic Center, 76 Community Drive 

 
Residents are encouraged to attend; however, capacity will be limited due to COVID19 health and safety social 

distancing guidelines.    This meeting can be viewed live on our website at augustamaine.gov and on cable 

channel 1301. 

 
PRESENTATION:  Recognition of Service for Retired Police Staff Sergeant Christian Behr 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS LISTED ON THE AGENDA 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

20-090  Mayor Rollins 

BE IT ORDERED, that Alison K.B. Nichols be herby reappointed to the Planning Board, said term to expire 

June 20, 2023. 

 

20-091  Mayor Rollins 

BE IT ORDERED, that William McKenna be hereby reappointed to the Planning Board, said term to expire 

June 20, 2023. 

 

20-092  Mayor Rollins 

BE IT ORDERED, that Dawn Stiles is hereby appointed to the Augusta Housing Authority Board of Trustees, 

said term to expire July 16, 2025. 

 

20-093  Mayor Rollins 

BE IT ORDERED, that Leah Estey hereby appointed to the Augusta Housing Authority Board of Trustees, 

said term to expire July 16, 2025. 

 

20-094  City Manager 

BE IT ORDERED, that the minutes of the City Council Special Business Meeting held June 23, 2020  

submitted by the City Manager’s office be hereby approved. 

 

20-095  City Manager – Bureau of Audit 

BE IT ORDERED, that the Roll of Accounts for June 2020 in the amount of $5,676,250.92 be hereby 

approved. 

 

OLD BUSINESS - ORDINANCES BEING READ FOR THE SECOND TIME 

 

20-087  Mayor and Council 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board held several workshops and a public hearing on the contract and conditional 

zoning language in order to encourage applicants to go to the Planning Board first with proposed zone changes; 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, that the City Council of Augusta amends the Land Use Ordinance 

Section 300-106 as follows, where underlined text is new text and strikethrough text is eliminated text: 

§ 300-106. Amendments to chapter and Official Zoning Map.  

A. Generally. On petition, or on recommendation by the Planning Board, or on their own initiation, the City 

Council may amend, supplement, or repeal the regulations and provisions of this chapter and amend the 

boundaries of the zoning districts delineated on the Official Zoning Map. 

(1) The Maine Department of Environmental Protection (MDEP) shall be notified by the City Clerk of 

amendments to this chapter affecting shoreland areas at least 30 days after a City Council decision. No 

amendments to this chapter affecting shoreland areas shall be effective until approved by the MDEP. If 

the MDEP fails to act on any such amendment within 45 days of the MDEP’s receipt of the amendment, 

the amendment is automatically approved. Any application for a permit affected by shoreland 

regulations submitted to the City of Augusta within the forty-five-day period shall be governed by the 

terms of the amendment, if such amendment is approved by the MDEP . 

(2) Planning Board shall hold public hearing on amendments. Every proposed amendment or change, 

however initiated, shall be reviewed by the Planning Board for recommendation to City Council. Before 

making its report to the City Council on any proposed amendment to this chapter, including request for 

parcel reclassification, the Planning Board shall hold at least one public hearing on the proposed 

amendment, public notice of which shall be accomplished as outlined in Subsection B(1) of this section. 

B. Types of actions. 

(1) Parcel reclassification (rezoning). Except for rezonings initiated by the City Council or Planning Board, 

no application for rezoning shall be processed without the applicant first showing evidence of standing 

as defined in § 300-601D(3)(e), Right, title or interest. For any parcel reclassification, or text 

amendment, the City, at the applicant’s expense, shall give notice of a public hearing on the application, 

in the form and manner and to the persons herein specified. 

(a) The notice shall include the time and place of such hearing, the nature of the matter to be heard, and 

in the case of parcel reclassification, the address or location of the property involved. 

(b) Notices shall be given to each of the following: 

[1] To the applicant, City Council, Planning Board and Board of Zoning Appeals. 

[2] To all residents of the City, by publication in the Kennebec Journal twice, the first publication to 

be at least 14 days before the hearing and the second to be not less than three days before the 

hearing. 

[3] To the owners of the properties within 500 feet of the parcel or area involved if the parcel or area 

is located in the Urban Growth Area Districts (as outlined in § 300-314) or within 1,000 feet of 

the parcel or area involved if the parcel or area is located in the Planned Development and/or 

Rural Districts by regular United States mail. For an area rezoning, notice shall also be sent to all 

landowners located inside the area proposed for change. Where notice by mail is required, it 

shall be mailed at least 14 days and no more than 30 days in advance of the hearing date, by 

regular United States mail. 

[4] In addition, for a parcel reclassification, a sign provided by the City shall be placed by the 

applicant on the portion of the property involved that is nearest a public road. In the case of an 
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area rezoning, up to four signs shall be placed at the boundary of the proposed zoning district 

change. 

(c) For the purpose of this section, the owners of property shall be considered to be the parties listed by 

the Assessor's Office of the City of Augusta as those against whom taxes are assessed. Failure of any 

property owner to receive a notice of public hearing shall not necessitate another hearing and shall 

not invalidate any action of the Planning Board. 

(d) Parcel reclassification may be requested by an applicant, through application at the Planning Bureau, 

by any one of the following methods: 

[1] General zoning: request to reclassify a parcel from one zoning district classification to another; 

no specific use is being proposed. All uses listed in the requested zoning district would be 

allowed upon Board recommendation and City Council approval. 

[2] Contract rezoning: requests to reclassify a parcel from one zoning district classification to 

another; the requested zone would be modified, upon Board recommendation and approval by 

the Council, to limit the use of the property and specify additional performance standards and 

requirements for development as noted in (g) below.. 

Requests for contract rezoning shall be accompanied by a conceptual development plan for the site. 

Conditional use criteria (§ 300-603) shall apply. 

(e) Any parcel reclassification shall meet the following criteria: 

[1] The rezoning shall be consistent with the 2007 Comprehensive Plan and any plans or policies 

subsequently adopted by the City; 

[2] The rezoning shall be consistent with established land use patterns; 

[3] The rezoning will not create an isolated district unrelated to adjacent districts; 

[4] Adequate utilities, roads and services must exist or must be provided; 

[5] The rezoning is justified by a changed or changing condition(s). 

(f) Approval of contract rezoning may include conditions and restrictions; such conditions and 

restrictions shall relate only to the physical development or operation of the property and may 

include deed restrictions. 

(2) Text amendments. Text amendments shall be consistent with the 2007 Comprehensive Plan and any 

plans or policies subsequently adopted by the City. The applicable notification requests of Subsection 

B(1)(a) and (b) of this section shall be followed. 

(3) Area rezoning. Based upon significant public purpose, the rezoning process for an area within Augusta 

may be initiated by the City Council or Planning Board. The Planning Board shall conduct a zoning 

study on the matter and prepare recommendations on its findings in accordance with applicable parts of 

Subsection B(1) of this section. 

C. Report of Planning Board. The Planning Board shall make a report in writing to the City Council within 30 

days of its public hearing, recommending approval, approval with modification or disapproval of the 

proposed amendment or parcel reclassification and its reasons therefor. If the Board report is not complete 

within 30 days, a status report shall be provided to the City Council. 

D. Vote of City Council required to amend or change ordinance. 
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(1) No amendment to this chapter or any change in any of its provisions shall be adopted except by a 

majority vote of all the members of the City Council. 

(2) The City Council may adopt, reject or modify the recommendation of the Board. However, when a 

rejection or modification of the Board's recommendation is to be based on substantive or substantial new 

information not previously present to the Board, the City Council shall table and remand the matter to 

the Board for further consideration and recommendation. In making such remand, the Council may 

attach such recommendations, instructions or directions as it deems appropriate for the Board's 

consideration. 

 

NEW BUSINESS PART 1 –  ORDERS 

 

20-096  City Manager 

BE IT ORDERED, that the City Manager is hereby authorized to accept grant funding in the amount $2,599.90 

from Dirigo Safety, LLC for the purpose of administering the enforcement of underage drinking laws on behalf 

of the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Tobacco and Substance Use Prevention and Control 

Program.  The EUDL Program purpose is to reduce underage drinking and alcohol-related unintentional injuries 

and car crashes in Maine.  There is no local match requirement in order to accept this grant funding.   

 

20-097   City Manager (Bureau of Tax Collector) 

BE IT ORDERED, that the City of Augusta property taxes for the 2021 fiscal year shall be due and payable at 

the Office of the Tax Collector as follows: 

 

- ONE HALF shall be due on September 10, 2020 

- ONE HALF shall be due on March 11, 2021 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that interest is charged on any outstanding amount commencing one (1) day 

after the due date at the rate of 8% per annum. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that any tax payment received as payment for any property tax be applied 

against outstanding or delinquent taxes due on that property in chronological order beginning with the oldest 

unpaid tax bill (36 MRSA §906). 

 

20-098  Mayor Rollins 

BE IT ORDERED, that the current state of emergency, as declared by Mayor David Rollins on March 16, 2020 

and ratified by the Augusta City Council on March 19, 2020 is hereby rescinded, effective immediately. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Committee Reports  

City Manager’s Report 

 

 

Loretta Lathe, Executive Assistant 

July 13, 2020 


